258     THE CALL OF A CONTINENT

Confucius had given Mm precepts, Christ gave
him power. The former had urged morality,
Christ gave life. His one thought now is to
spread the knowledge of Christ among the
400,000 troops in China.

Here is another new convert, Mr. Chiu, for
ten years secretary to Yuan Shi-kai? and now
legal adviser to the President. After ten years
of hard work, failing health compelled him to
retire to Shanghai. Here, discouraged and
depressed over the corruption of the falling
dynasty and the hopeless outlook for his country,
seeing that Confucianism seemed to have lost
even the influence which it once had, and that
there was no adequate basis for morality in the
nation and no power to save China, he was
almost driven to despair. It was then that the
great educator and newly baptized Christian,
Chang Po-ling, said to him : " Christ is the only
hope for China. Christianity can give the basis
which China needs. Study the Bible and you
will find a new source of power there/' For a
year he studied this Book as a last hope. Before,
he had dimly conceived of a distant Creator,
but now through Christ he found the Heavenly
Father. For a second year he studied and
reviewed the entire New Testament. When
invited to return to the service of the President
he replied that he could not return to politics